VOCABULARY: PLANT RESPONSES & ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR

	WORDS
	DEFINITIONS

	abiotic

abscisic acid

adaptation

aestivation

aggression

allelopathy

anthropomorphism

antibiosis

aposematic colouration

apical

auxins

Batesian mimicry

Behaviour

Biological clock

biotic

chemo-

circadian

circalunar

circannual

circatidal

commensalism

competition

complex hierarchy

courtship

crepuscular

cytokinins

diurnal

dormancy

ecological niche

effector

endogenous

entrainment

epiphyte

ethylene

etiolation

exogenous

florigen

free running period

Gause’s principle

geo- (or gravi-)

gibberellin

Helio-

herbivore

hibernation

hierarchy

home range

homing

hormone

hydro-

indoleacetic acid

interspecific

intraspecific

kinesis

lateral bud

liana

long day plants

migration

Mullerian mimicry

mutualism

nastic response

nocturnal

organism

orientation

parasitism

parasitoid

parental care

pecking order
period

phase shift

pheromone

photo-

photoperiod

phytochrome

predation

receptor

reflex

short day plants

statolith

stereotyped behaviour

stimulus

substrate

symbiosis

taxis

territory

thermo-

thigmo-

tidal

tropism

vernalisation

zeitgeber
	to do with non-living factors

hormone which causes leaf-fall

an inherited feature which helps an organism survive

a form of summer hibernation in animals

belligerent behaviour arising from competition

one plant produces substances to stop others growing around it

ascribing human emotions to a non-human organism one partner in a relationship harms another but is unaffected itself

warning colours shared by many species – e.g. black/yellow stripes.

the top bud on a plant (also called the terminal bud)
plant hormone made in buds which causes bending toward light

harmless species resembles a poisonous/harmful one

an organism's response to signal from the environment

internal timing system in organisms.

to do with living factors

to do with chemicals

about a day

about a month

about a year

activity with a period of about 12.4 hours – the time between tides

one partner in a relationship benefits and the other is unaffected

organisms vying for the same resource

where several individuals may occupy the same rank (c.f. linear H.)

ritualised behaviour resulting in pair bonding, reduces aggression.

active at dawn & dusk

hormone which keeps root and shoot growth in balance

active at day, inactive at night

a period of metabolic inactivity in seeds

the “job” of an organism – how it uses its adaptations to survive

organ that responds to change, e.g. muscle

rhythm regulated internally by a biological clock

resetting the biological clock

a plant perching on another plant

gas which promotes fruit ripening

when a plant lacking light is pale with long internodes

rhythm controlled by an environmental stimulus

hypothetical hormone which controls flowering

time of one cycle of an endogenous rhythm

competitive exclusion – no 2 spp with same niche can survive in same place

to do with gravity

plant hormone causing rapid elongation of internodes

to do with the sun

plant-eating animal

animal slows down metabolism to survive winter

where each individual in a group has a certain rank – linear or complex

an area an animal locates resources in but doesn’t defend

the ability of an animal to return to its home site

a chemical produced in one area which affects growth in a different area

to do with water

the main type of auxin

between two species

within one species

a movement of an animal not oriented in relation to the stimulus

a bud on the side of a plant

a climbing plant

flower when day length exceeds a certain critical length

a regular mass movement of animals from a breeding to a non-breeding area

harmful species resemble other harmful species

both partners in a relationship benefit

movements of part of a plant, not directed toward or away from a stimulus

active at night, inactive in day

an integrated living individual thing

facing, growing or moving in a certain direction

an organism lives in or on another, benefiting itself and harming the other

lays eggs in host, the larvae eat the living host then pupate

parents protect and feed their young

linear hierarchy

a length of time in hours/minutes/seconds

when the onset of the period of a rhythm is changed earlier or later 

chemical produced by one individual which affects behaviour of another

to do with light

a period of light

a pigment which plants use to measure day/night length

an organism catches and eats other animals (prey)

a cell or group of cells which detects  a stimulus

Simplest behaviour, stimulus produces an automatic, involuntary response

plants which flower when darkness period exceeds a certain time

a grain used to detect gravitational pull

same response given every time to a certain stimulus

a change in the environment that causes a response

the surface on which an organism lives

any relationship between two different species

movement of a whole organism directed by a stimulus

a defended area

to do with temperature

to do with touch

to do with tides in the ocean

a growth movement of a plant directed by a stimulus

chilling seeds to break dormancy

a clue which sets a biological clock




